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people from farmworker families with
services to help develop their aca-
demic, social, and safety skills. In
Miami-Dade, 50 young people have re-
ceived leadership training and FCAT
tutoring and have participated in sev-
eral community service activities.

One amazing young man, Jose
Rodriguez, came to the program with a
1.2 grade point average and was behind
credits for graduation. But the pro-
gram helped Jose to improve his
grades, receive a stipend for financial
help, graduate on time; and he will
soon begin to serve our country upon
finishing the Marine Corps basic train-
ing on July 27.

I want to thank all of the dedicated
workers of the Farmworker Youth Pro-
gram for their unending devotion to
these children.

———

CODE ADAM

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I will
digress again from my stories about
Ludwig Koons, whom we desperately
want returned from Italy to the United
States where he is being held illegally,
to talk about one of the scariest situa-
tions that a parent can experience
when they are out shopping, perhaps
they turn around and their child is not
with them. In many cases they return
in a matter of moments, but sometimes
it can seem like an eternity. What if
that son or daughter cannot be found?
Or do stores have a system in place
that can help protect their child from
harm?

The answer is yes. The gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and I
are joining together to urge Members
to support a resolution to encourage
retailers across the Nation to adopt a
special child safety alert program
known as Code Adam.

Code Adam works. Since 1994, it has
been a powerful preventive tool against
child abductions and lost children in
more than 25,000 stores, making it the
largest child safety program in the Na-
tion. Code Adam is a special alert
issued through the store’s public ad-
dress system when a customer reports
a missing child. The measure was es-
tablished in 1994 and named in the
memory of 6-year-old Adam Walsh
whose abduction from a Florida shop-
ping mall and murder in 1981 brought
the horror of child abduction to na-
tional attention.

We owe it to the kids of America to
do everything that we can to ensure
their safety. Join us in supporting this
important resolution. Bring our chil-
dren home.

——————

COST OF GOVERNMENT DAY

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, June 29,
this Saturday, will be Cost of Govern-
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ment Day. What does that mean? It is
the date on which the average Amer-
ican worker has earned enough gross
income to pay off his or her share of
tax and regulatory burdens imposed by
all levels of government, either Fed-
eral, State or local. Currently Nevad-
ans must work on average 179 days just
to meet all the costs imposed by gov-
ernment.

There is some good news, however.
Cost of Government Day falls 2 days
earlier this year than last. In fact, this
year it is earlier than it has been in 5
years, thanks to the tax relief we have
just passed. Yet the cost of government
is still substantially higher than it was
during the 1980s when President
Reagan led the Nation in bringing it
down to a date in mid-June. Lowering
the cost of government means more
money in the hands of families, inves-
tors and entrepreneurs to reinvest in
our economy.

Mr. Speaker, as we continue with the
appropriations process, I call upon my
colleagues to remain committed to re-
ducing the cost of government to en-
courage economic growth and pros-
perity both at home and nationwide.

———

ECONOMIC REFORMS NEEDED

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Headline: ‘“WorldCom
Says Its Books Are Off By $3.8 Billion.”
Hey, we all make mistakes. $3.8 billion.
The stock market is going to tank
again today. The dollar is in a head-
long decline. It seems like it would be
a no-brainer for the House of Rep-
resentatives to plug a few tax loop-
holes; mandate, mandate, by God,
tough accounting reform; put a few of
these crooked CEOs in jail, prosecute
them, pursue them endlessly. Let us
have real protection for stockholders,
employees’ pension funds. But no. It is
needed, it seems like a no-brainer, but
it ain’t going to happen here because
the House Republican leadership is too
busy collecting campaign funds from
some of the same firms and CEOs that
are defrauding Americans and the
stock market.

The American people need to focus
and demand meaningful reforms before
this disaster spirals totally out of con-
trol and drives the U.S. economy into a
full blown financial crisis. No more
sham reforms of pensions, no more
sham prescription drug benefits, no
more shams on the Tax Code. Let us do
some meaningful work here and try
and fix the problems with America’s
economy.

——
PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION BAN

(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to strongly urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 4965, the par-
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tial-birth abortion ban. Since 1995, a
ban on this horrendous procedure has
been passed three times by both the
House and the Senate. Unfortunately,
due to vetoes by President Clinton, the
practice continues today. In the par-
tial-birth abortion procedure, the baby
is partially delivered before being bru-
tally killed. The vast majority of par-
tial-birth abortions are performed on
healthy babies and healthy mothers. In
fact, according to the American Med-
ical Association, a partial-birth abor-
tion is never necessary to protect the
health of a woman and can even lead to
additional serious health risks.

Although language banning this pro-
cedure has been struck down in the
past by the Supreme Court, this new
legislation has been tailored to address
the Court’s concerns.

Partial-birth abortion is infanticide.
It is crucial that we act on the wishes
of the American people and outlaw this

dangerous and gruesome procedure
once and for all.
————

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
seniors cannot wait a minute longer for
a prescription drug benefit under Medi-
care. Our seniors have been in need for
far too long. Unfortunately, they will
be very disappointed with the plan that
will be presented by the Republican
majority either this week or after the
Fourth of July break. With its high
deductibles, fluctuating premiums and
gaps in coverage, the Republican plan
hardly provides any benefit at all.

But the biggest problem with their
plan is that it relies on the insurance
industry to work. Their plan is the
first step in their long-term effort that
they have been trying to do to pri-
vatize Medicare.

Let us face it. The insurance indus-
try just does not work for seniors. As
we have seen with the Medicare+Choice
program, private health insurance
companies cannot make a profit with
the health care demands of our seniors.
That is why Medicare was created in
1965. It is foolish to believe that private
drug plans will be able to do any bet-
ter.

We need to take profit out of the
equation and create a prescription drug
plan that is run by Medicare, just like
hospital visits and doctors visits. It is
time to stop wasting money on failed
experiments and put the money where
we know it will work, in a drug benefit
under Medicare.

———

PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Congress
now has an opportunity to put an end
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